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First for the Future

On February 1, our congregation launched the
most ambitious capital campaign in its history.
For over six years now, a succession of three com-
mittees have described the need and the impor-
tance of addressing the problems created by the
aging Mellin-Macnab Building. Now over fifty
years old, the Mellin-Macnab Building has served
as the hub of the educational, administrative, and
outreach ministries of the church all these years.
Three schools meet there: our own church
school, the First Presbyterian Nursery School, and
our unique public/private partnership with the
New York City Department of Education — P.S.
226, our school for autistic children. It is also the
home of a homeless shelter occupied six nights a
week, a large number of 12 Step groups, an Ethio-
pian Evangelical Church, and an after-school pro-
gram for children in P.S. 41. Every day, Good
Shepherd Services provides continuing education
for teachers, social workers, and others who pro-
vide direct support to city residents.

Over the years, the Mellin-Macnab Building has
grown in use and its systems have been taxed to
the point that they no longer serve the congrega-
tion and the community in the ways it was first
conceived. We have run out of classrooms and
need more, our church offices are scattered over
five floors, the dreams of improving our Nursery
School are prevented by poorly organized space
and lack of storage. Our lobby is too small, dark

and unaccommodating of the many people who
use it every day, from child caregivers to people
waiting for counseling or spiritual support.

The plans for the future will modernize class-
rooms, provide code conformity for handicap ac-
cessibility, and replace the aging infrastructure of
plumbing, electricity, and environmental conser-
vation that were never planned for the use we
now give our buildings. Itis an exciting plan!

Already, over $10,000,000 has been committed to
the project through early pledges of support.
Now the entire congregation is invited to meet
the challenge of the future by making a financial
commitment over the next five years to support
the First for the Future campaign, supporting the
remainder of the $15,000,000 goal needed to
complete the project. You will be hearing more
about this campaign in the coming weeks and be
asked to make a sacrificial financial commitment
to the future of the church. I hope you will wel-
come a visitor into your home when you will have
an opportunity to learn more about this cam-
paign and the important role you can play in
building the future at Old First.

Jon M. Walton
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For the Living of These Days

GOSPEL TALK
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

What makes the gospels so much the same and yet so
strikingly different? Our year-long series, “Gospel Talk,”
resumes with a four-week conversation about Matthew’s

Gospel. Great for curious bible readers of all
experience levels.

February 1, 8, 15, and 22—The Gospel of John

The Rev. Barbara E. Davis and
The Rev. Dr. Mark D. Hostetter

WHAT DO PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE ABOUT...?
Sunday, February 8 at 12:30 p.m.

John Calvin and Reformation Theology
The Rev. Barbara E. Davis
This series is designed for anyone who is curious about
our faith and who has wondered, “what do Presbyterians
believe about.....»” Join us to explore more about the
foundations of our faith.

LUNCH ‘N LEARN: INVITATION TO JOURNEY
Fridays at 12:00 p.m.

Please bring your own lunch and join us for these con-
versations in response to the DVD series "Living the
Questions." Bring your questions and your spirit of curi-
osity and join us for these lively discussions.
February 6—Qut into the World: Challenges Facing
Progressive Christians

February 20—Restoring Relationships
The Rev. Barbara E. Davis

EDUCATION ALERTS! To receive
updates and reminders about pro-
grams from Education at First, email
education@fpcnyc.org with “add me
to the list” in the subject line.

ACE

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Winter Film Series
DIVIDED WE FALL.:
AMERICANS IN THE AFTERMATH

Sunday, February 22
12:30 p.m.

Bring your own bag lunch.
Popcorn and beverages provided.

alerie Kaur was a twenty-year-old college student when
he set out across America in the aftermath of 9/11,
amera in hand, to document hate
iolence against her community.
rom the still-shocked streets of
round Zero to the desert towns of
he American west, her epic journey
onfronts the forces unleashed in a
me of national crisis—racism and
eligion, fear and forgiveness—until
he finds the heart of Amer-
ca...halfway around the world.

- DIVIDED WEFALL

CLIMATE CHANGE AND GOD’S CREATION:
WHAT PEOPLE OF FAITH NEED TO KNOW
Sunday, February 1 at 12:45 p.m.
The Rev. Jenny Phillips

THE
CLIMATE
PROJECT. ORG

How do we know climate change is real?
How does climate change work? How is it impacting God’s
creation? What can we do about it?

In collaboration with Conserve First, the Adult Education Com-
mittee is pleased to invite you to join the Rev. Jenny Phillips,
Executive Director of Creation Change, for a valuable time of
learning and reflection. Rev. Phillips was trained by Al Gore in
2008 to share his climate change presentation from the film An
Inconvenient Truth. With surprising new information and reflec-
tions on recent weather events, this presentation will provide
valuable resources even for those who have already seen the
film. It will also include information on the Presbyterian
Church’s policies and advocacy on climate change.

INFORMATIONAL MEETING: GHOST RANCH MISSION SERVICE TRIP
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, AFTER WORSHIP
ROOF LOUNGE OF THE MELLIN-MACNAB BUILDING

This meeting on February 22 will be your last chance to sign up for the Ghost Ranch, New Mexico trip from May 16
through May 25, 2009. Spend 10 days working and playing in “Georgia O’Keeffe country”! You will live at PC(USA)’s
Ghost Ranch conference center in Abiquiu, NM for 8 nights and at Ghost Ranch’s Santa Fe conference center for 1
night. While in Abiquiu, you will spend the first day in worship and orientation to Pueblo culture, 5 days working at
Pueblo San Ildefonso, followed by 2 days of free time in Abiquiu and Santa Fe.

Last year’s group had a wonderful experience and can answer all your questions. Many of them have signed up again,
and there are only a few slots left. Payment deadlines are looming for the room & board and for making the most eco-
nomical airline reservations.
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10" Annual Guilmant Organ Recital Series

all recitals at 4:00 p.m.

February 8 February 22
Jared Lamenzo G. F. Handel Birthday Celebration

Organist, Old St. Patrick’s Cathedral Ellen Goff Entriken, soprano
Works by Buxtehude, Bach, Sebastian Gluck, recorder
Brahms, Mendelssohn William Entriken, organ

This year marks the 10" anniversary of the Guilmant Organ Recital Series at First Presbyterian. The series honors the founding
of the Guilmant Organ School at First Presbyterian in 1899. The Guilmant School was the first accredited organ school in Amer-
ica to offer degrees in organ playing and sacred music. The Guilmant School remained active at First Presbyterian for about 60
years. Mark your calendar and bring friends to these two Sunday afternoon musical events.

The first recital on Sunday, February 8 is presented by Jared Lamenzo, a former organ scholar at First Presbyterian. Mr. La-
menzo is currently Organist and Director of Music at Old St. Patrick’s Cathedral located in Little Italy. His delightful program
offers all styles of music from the Renaissance to the late 19"-century colorful sonorities of Brahms.

On Sunday, February 22, Ellen Goff Entriken, soprano; Sebastian Gluck, recorder; and William Entriken will offer a program of
Handel’s music on the anniversary of the birth of the master (February 23, 1685). The program will feature famous arias from
Handel’s oratorios, sonatas, and concertos. In addition, works by other composers, that have been influenced by Handel, will be
performed.

O Happy Birthday Maestro G. F. Handel
Pre-Concert Lecture/Forum for the Concert on Sunday, February 22
Tuesday, February 17 at 6:30 p.m.
Dr. William F. Entriken

In preparation for the Handel concert on February 22, join us on the preceding Tues-
day evening for an informal study and presentation about Handel. Learn about his
life and works as well as the compositions that will be performed on February 22.
There will be many musical demonstrations and the evening is intended to delight everyone.

Soup & Song

Come join in one of First Church’s most festive and pleasurable evenings—Soup and Song! This year it will be held at
6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 24—also known as “Fat Tuesday,” which is traditionally a day of celebration before the
season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday.

First Church members and friends will gather in the South Wing Great Hall and share a hearty meal of homemade soup
and bread with potluck salad and dessert.
N

After the fellowship meal of “soup,” Dr. Entriken will lead everyone in “song.” We will sing many of the

o/ “> best hymns from the Presbyterian Hymnal, as well as old favorites no longer in print! Remember “Life
Is Like a Mountain Railroad” or “In the Garden™? Itis a delightful evening for everyone of any age. Put
the date on your calendar and sign up in the lobby of the Mellin-Macnab Building.

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP—FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
6:00 p.m. in the Alexander Chapel, followed by a light supper in the Esther Morrow Room

February 4—Lives of Work and Worship
First Presbyterian Church has several persons in the process of becoming Ministers of Word and Sacrament. Please join these
Candidates and Inquirers as they share the importance of responding to God’s call to live lives of work and worship.




Furst Presbyterian Church

Sun Mon Tue
1 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 2 3 Art Hanging
9:30  Adult Education . . 9to5 Caring C it
10:45  Child Care Jto5  Caring Community® 0 Caring Communiy'®
11:00  Worship 9 Communion (Gr 2-12 stay in worship) 915 N.S. Auction Meeting 6:15  A.A. Groups
Haddonfield Choir in Worship—Dr. Walton preaching ) 9:00 Homeless Shelter§
11:20  Church School and Children’s Choirs Rehearsal 12:00 Sanctuary Open
12:15 Coffee Hour 9 .
12:30  Family Ministries oo HiGong
12:45  Climate Change Project Presentation ' omeless Shelter 9
9:00  Homeless Shelter 9
8 Fufth Sunday in Ordinary Time 4:00 9 1 0
9:30  Adult Education Guilmant Organ . . 9to5 Caring C i
10:45  Child Care Recital Series 9to5  Caring Community® to5  Caring Community®
11:00 \D/Vor;;lilpv Ordi;:qtion of New Olfficers Reception 12:00  Sanctuary Open 6:15 A A: Groups
r. Walton preaching 6:00  Justice Works
11:20  Church School and Children’s Choirs Rehearsal . 6:30  Personnel
o. , 5:45 Qi Gong » ) )
12:15  Coffee Hour.' Art Show 9:00 Homeless Shelter® 6:30  Homeless Shelter Meeting
12:30  Adult Education ' 6:30  Buildings & Grounds
12:30  Young Adult Brunch (off-site) 7:00 House Committee
12:30  Baby Gathering 9:00  Homeless Shelter9
9:00  Homeless Shelter 9
15  sixn Sunday in Ordinary Time 1 6 N.S. Closed (2/16-17) 1 7
9:30  Adult Education P.S. 226 Closed (2/17-20 . .
10:45  Child Care osed (2/ )| 9105 Caring Community 9
11:00  Worshi
D;);tolﬂiy’f”mfhing PRESIDENTS’ DAY o o Cmoups
11:20  Church School and Children’s Choir Rehearsal 6:30 Pre-Concert Lecture Forl_lm
9. ) 6:30  Homeless Shelter Meeting
12:15  Coffee Hour9 Staff Holiday
12:30  Pre-Baptism Meeti
2 re-baplism Meeting 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9
9:00  Homeless Shelter 9 9:00  Homeless Shelter9
22 Transfiguration of the Lord 23 24 waroicras
9:30 Adult Education 10:45 Child Care . . Art Hanging
11:00 Worship 9 Baptism—Dr. Plomey preaching 9to5  Caring Community 9tob5  Caring Community 9
11:20 Church School and Children’s Choir Rehearsal 12:00 S o
12:15  Coffee Hour® ' anctuary Open 1:00  Kitchen Crew®
12:30 Toddler Gathering 4:00 545 QG
12:30 Adult Education Winter Film Series Guilmant Orean Ok 1 ong 6:00 S &S
12530 New & Expectant Parents Gathering Recital Seriis 9:00  Homeless Shelter9 6:15 A(.)K.I)Groﬁgsg
12:30 Mlssmn Service Trip Meeting Reception 9:00  Homeless Shelter9
1:30 Literary Group
9:00  Homeless Shelter 9 First Notes Mailing Team
The First Presbyterian Church in the Caty of New York
12 West 12th Street (at Fifth Avenue) Tel: (212) 675-6150
New York, NY 10011 Fax: (212) 675-8674
All data subject to change without notice.
Check with Church Receptionist for confirmation and details.
Indicates Volunteer Opportunities 9
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Wed Thu

Fri

Sat

5

9 to 5 Caring Community 9

9to b Caring Community$ 9to5 Caring Community 9
9:00  Lenten Planning Meeting ) 9:15  N.S. Parents Reunion

10:30  Staff Meeting 12:15  Al-Anon 12:00  Sanctuary Open ) )

12:00  Midday Prayers 12:00  Lunch ‘n Learn 8:30 2.m.—12:00 p.m.
6:00  Wednesday Worship ) . New Officer Training
6:30  Fellowship Supper 8:00 NA Solutions 6:15  NA/D.A. Groups

Committees Meet 9:00  Homeless Shelter® 7:00  New Shul
9:00  Homeless Shelter9 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9

11 12 13 14 vusvinesoay
9to5 Caring Community 9 9to 5 Caring Community 9 9tb  Caring Community®

10:30  Staff Meeting

© : - 12:00 Sanct O
12:00  Sanctuary Open 12:15  Al-Anon ey Hpen
for Meditati .
o Yediation 6:30  Presbyterian Historical | 6:15  NA/D.A. Groups
Socie 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
9:00  Homeless Shelter® vy
8:00  NA Solutions
irst Notes and Calendar Due 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9

18

9to b

19

Caring Community $

10:30  Staff Meeting 9tob Caring Community$
12:15 Al-A
12:00 Sanctuary Open 2 non
for Meditation
6:00 G.reenjmch Village Spaety 800  NA Solutions
Historical Preservation ) -
6:30 Deacons/Trustees/Session 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

20

9to b
10:00

12:00
12:00

6:15
9:00

Caring Community 9
CIDNY

Sanctuary Open
Lunch ‘n Learn

NA/D.A. Groups
Homeless Shelter 9

21

25

9tob
10:30
12:00
Comm
5:30
7:00
Comm
9:00

26

ASH WEDNESDAY

Caring Community® 9tob5  Caring Community 9
Staff Meeting )
Midday Prayers 12:15  Al-Anon

union & Imposition of Ashes o .
Youth Worship ’ 6:00  Marie Sibilla Aging Well
Ash Wednesday Worship Lecture Serles

union & Imposition of Ashes 8:00  NA Solutions
Homeless Shelter§ 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

27

9to b
12:00

6:15
9:00

Caring Community 9
Sanctuary Open

NA/D.A. Groups
Homeless Shelter 9

28

1:00

5:00

Adult Ed/Greenmarket

Urban Farming Discussion

Zuniga/Anthony Wedding
Rev. Davis, officiant
(Chapel)

DEACONS FOR THE MONTH:

Denise Jackson

(917) 544-5627

Mark Fontaine

(917) 670-0982

DEADLINE FOR MARCH FIRST NOTES:
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
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S LAYREADERS - Those interested in participating as lay readers are

Volunte cr Opp Ortunities asked to call DENISE JACKSON at (212) 6754366.

S CROSS BEARER - To explore the possibility of carrying the

Welcome to the VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES CALENDAR, processional cross at worship, please contact MEG HARPER

published monthly to let you know of events where you can help. at (718) 624-1516 or harpermeg@hotmail.com.

< (COFFEE HOUR SIOng‘INg ;fH(fItS’ coafffee pﬁureis,;nd S HOMELESS SHELTER—Volunteers are needed. Please
greeters are needed for Gotlee Hour alter church. 10 email homeless_shelter@yahoo.com or call (212) 741-8620
volunteer, call CHARLOTTE WALLACE at (973) 692- for more information
0541. '

S USHERS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES —Volunteersare N THEKITCHEN —1f you can help with Fellowship Suppers
ded her for Sund . . d al after Wednesday Worship, please call JAMES HOLLANDER
feeded to usher for Suncay morning SErvices anc spect at (646) 335-2969 or e-mail hollander_james@yahoo.com.

services. To volunteer, call JOAN RYAN at (212) 765-2141, )
or SUZANNE FREEMAN at (646) 827-4559. For. a}l ot.her events call JACKIE FIKE at (914) 793-4017 or e
mail jackiecf@verizon.net.

S FIRST NOTES —Volunteers are needed to help assemble Wednesday, February 4—Fellowship Supper
and label FIRST NOTES mailings. For the next mailing, 3:00 - 8:00 p.m. Prep, Serve, Cleanup
volunteers will meet at the Church at 10:00 a.m. and work
until about 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 24. Call
PAULETTE GRIEFEN at (212) 942-0620 to help.

Tuesday, February 24—Soup and Song
Sunday, February 22—12:30-3:00 p.m. Prep.
Tuesday, Feb. 24—1:00-9:00 p.m. Prep., Serve, Cleanup

URBAN FARMING: CAN THE CITY FEED ITSELF?
Saturday, February 28
1:00 p.m. in the Parlor

The Adult Committee for Education will host a panel discussion on this topic in partnership with Green-
market, a program of the Council on the Environment of NYC (CENYC).

1-

.2 Greenmarket is one of the largest and most successful open-air farmers markets program in the country

cn connects local farmers with city residents by delivering fresh healthy produce to all five boroughs. Green-
@rmers markets 46 market locations allow New Yorkers to purchase fresh fruit, vegetables, and other locally pro-

duced products straight from regional farmers.

Healthy-FresheLocal

Greenmarket supports family farms, preserves farm land, delivers fresh healthy produce to those who need it most, and re-

duces the environmental effects that result from food traveling across the country or world.

REMEMBERING JOHN RODGERS

The Reverend John Rodgers was a much beloved and respected religious figure in his day—a “people’s pastor” who
served as the Senior Pastor of “Old First” on Wall Street for well over forty years. An ardent and early supporter of the
American war for independence, he was an opponent of slavery and advocate for the abolition of debtors’ prison. In

1789, he was elected the first Moderator of the General Assembly of the newly formed Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A. If OId First can be called the “Mother Church” of Presbyterianism in New York City, John Rodgers can rightly be
called its “Pastoral Father.”

DAVID PULTZ will speak on the topic “The Reverend John Rodgers and the Church of the Patriots” at First Presbyte-
rian Church on Thursday, February 12, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. in the Great Hall. David S. Pultz has been a member of First
Presbyterian Church since 1985 and has served as elder, deacon, and church archivist. He has worked in the motion
picture business for over thirty years. His accomplishments include completion of an award-winning feature documen-
tary, “Eternal Memory: Voices from the Great Terror,” and editing a collection of sermons titled “A Preaching Ministry:
Twenty-One Sermons Preached by Harry Emerson Fosdick at the First Presbyterian Church in the City of New York,
1819 - 1925.”

The presentation is sponsored by the New York City Council of the Presbyterian Historical Society (PHS). The Presbyte-
rian Historical Society is the national archives of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the primary historical research
center of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Myra Tobin, a member of First Church, serves on the Board of Directors of
PHS. Everyone is invited.




PAGE 7 FIRST NOTES FEBRUARY 2009

FIRST-TIME EXPECTANT AND NEW PARENTS 0i Gong at First
Come learn what you can look forward to for your first child at First Church. e o
Tt tosEreiden elbmut A new 9-week ser classes in Qi Gong
Baptism 4 Church School 4 Nursery Care 4 Nursery School will begin on Mo, vening, February 2
at 5:45-6:30 p.pty Bontiiing through
Join the Rev. Sarah S. McCaslin and the Rev. Barbara E. Davis on March 30. These classes are open to all. Qi

Gong quiets the mind, strengthens the im-

Sunday, February 22 at 12:30 p.m. X
mune system, aligns the pody and resonates

for bagels, coffee, and fellowship

in the spirit. Ther@ ested donation
RSVP to Lisa Polite in the Church office, of $5 for each clas ore information
(212) 675-6150 or Ipolite@fpcnyc.org. contact Meg Hygfeyfig/18) 624-1516 or

harpermeg@hotmail.com.

BABY GATHERING TODDLER GATHERING
Sunday, February 8, 2009 Sunday, February 22, 2009
12:30 p.m. 12:30 p.m.

The Toddler Gathering is

At the Baby Gathering, d i i
e Baby Gathering, you an an opportunity for fami-

your baby (infants to 18 months

old) will have an opportunity to lies with young children,
play, meet other families, and en- |ages 18 months to three
joy a light lunch. Please bring years, to mingle, play, and
whatever food your child enjoys as get to know each other. A
well. Sign up in the Mellin- light meal is served and

Macnab lobby or email fami-
lies@fpcnyc.org. Please let us
know if you plan to bring older
siblings.

age-appropriate toys and/or activities are provided.
Siblings are always welcome. If you and your family
would like to attend, sign up in the Mellin-Macnab
lobby or e-mail families@fpcnyc.org.

mark the beginning of the Lenten season.
There will be two communion services at First
Church: midday prayers at 12:00 noon and an @
evening service at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
The Rev. Barbara Davis will preach.

On Ash Wednesday, February 25, we officially ™ ! ‘A .
<52
it
hs

Also on Ash Wednesday, the midday and
Wednesday Worship services will include the

imposition of ashes, an ancient sign of the frailty and uncer- Youth Worship on Ash Wednesday

tainty of human life. The Presbyterian Book of Common
Worship provides for the imposition of ashes as a ritual that Wednesday, February 25, 2009
belongs to the whole church, not just to the more “liturgical”
churches. At the service, those who wish to participate will be
invited to come forward for marking the forehead with the

sign of the cross and the words from Genesis 3:19, .
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Salt, L’lght, and Dust:

The Call to Reach Out

5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Ash Wednesday is a day of repentance, but it is also a call to
reflection, meditation, prayer, and preparation. We prepare
and turn toward God, so that we are ready for the renewal that .
awaits us. Itis the prayer of the Psalmist that puts our wish to Youth in gra('ie.s 6 through 12 are en-
words: couraged to join The Rev. Barbara E.

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, Davis for this time of worship.
and renew a right spirit within me.” (Ps. 51:10).




A Month of Sundays

Worship This Month at First Presbyterian

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching
Sacrament: Communion
Grades 2-12 Remain in Worship
Haddonfield Choir in Worship

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching
Ordination of New Officers

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sermon: The Rev. Dr. K.C. Ptomey preaching

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Transfiguration of the Lord
Sermon:  The Rev. Dr. K.C. Ptomey preaching
Sacrament: Baptism

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
6:00 p.m.—Light Supper (voluntary contribution)
6:45-8:00 p.m.—Presentation

Topic: After Retirement, Then What?
Speaker: Joseph Brown,

psychologist & transition specialist
Place: Parlor of the Mellin-Macnab Building

Share your experiences of retirement and learn, from
a psychological perspective, how to maximize your
satisfaction with life after leaving “the world of work.”
The insights Joe Brown brings to this topic are valu-
able for people of all ages. Unless you can stop time,
some day you will need to deal with this transition!

TN
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